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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT — EDGEWATER 
Grievance 

MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup) [9.23 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport about traffic 
issues in and around the suburb of Edgewater. Edgewater can be accessed only via three roads; namely, 
Edgewater Drive, Wedgewood Drive and Treetop Avenue. Edgewater Drive connects with Ocean Reef Road, 
whereas Wedgewood Drive and Treetop Avenue connect with Joondalup Drive. Both Ocean Reef Road and 
Joondalup Drive are major transport routes for the northern suburbs. Of the three roads that access Edgewater, 
only one is controlled by traffic signals; namely, Treetop Avenue. With the development of suburbs east of 
Wanneroo Road, traffic along Ocean Reef Road has increased incredibly, as it operates as a key feeder service to 
Mitchell Freeway. Likewise, with the exciting and ongoing development of Joondalup, Joondalup Drive has 
grown in utilisation as a key transport route in my electorate. 

Australian Associated Motor Insurers recently advised that Joondalup Drive is now ranked as the second worst 
road for accidents in the metropolitan area, with the fourth most common cause of accidents being linked to 
traffic congestion. As traffic along Ocean Reef Road and Joondalup Drive has grown, accessing or leaving the 
suburb of Edgewater has become even more difficult and dangerous. Sadly, it is not uncommon to see serious 
accidents occur, especially at the intersection of Edgewater Drive and Ocean Reef Road. I note that Edgewater’s 
traffic issues are not limited to the effects of the major roads that connect to the suburb. Having both a primary 
school and a secondary college within a hundred or so metres of each other along Treetop Avenue has also 
created significant traffic challenges. These challenges are being addressed by the schools, parents and the 
City of Joondalup. 

Edgewater residents first raised their concerns about the worsening traffic situation with me in 2012 whilst I was 
doorknocking the suburb. Realising that there was no convenient or quick fix and that it was important to engage 
the community in the solution, I committed to tackling the issue in conjunction with the community after the 
election. In 2013, I made an Edgewater traffic survey available to every household in Edgewater. I received over 
500 responses. Key findings highlighted that 88 per cent of respondents felt that traffic congestion had worsened 
and 73 per cent considered the intersection of Edgewater Drive and Ocean Reef Road particularly dangerous. 

To its credit, the City of Joondalup, with which I shared the results, undertook further detailed analysis of the traffic 
conditions in and around Edgewater, with a view to analysing it for potential solutions. Concurrently, I organised a 
community meeting at which I sought to hear directly from residents their experiences and ascertain their ideas for 
and get feedback on the issues at hand. I was pleased to have both of the suburb’s schools, the City of Joondalup 
and the minister’s office represented at this meeting. The meeting, held in October last year, was very well attended 
and offered valuable insight into the experiences of local residents. At this meeting the City of Joondalup also 
presented the findings of its own analysis. The City of Joondalup presented statistics relating to the level of 
service—LOS—of the three intersections, as well as the intersection of Joondalup Drive and Ocean Reef Road. The 
intersections of Joondalup Drive and Ocean Reef Road, and Edgewater Drive and Ocean Reef Road both recorded 
the lowest level of service during am and pm times with an F rating. 

A popular view among residents was that traffic signals or a roundabout at the intersection of Edgewater Drive 
and Ocean Reef Road would address the traffic concerns at this intersection. However, feedback from 
Main Roads WA at the time indicated that traffic lights at this intersection would be a suboptimal solution due to 
its proximity to the intersection of Trappers Drive and Ocean Reef Road, and Joondalup Drive and Ocean Reef 
Road. A roundabout at this location was also deemed not to be the best solution due to the disproportionate 
volume of traffic along Ocean Reef Road versus that along Edgewater Drive. Modelling by the 
City of Joondalup, however, did show that should the intersection of Joondalup Drive and Ocean Reef Road be 
upgraded to incorporate, amongst other changes, twin signalised left turning lanes from Joondalup Drive onto 
Ocean Reef Road, the LOS rating for this intersection and that of Edgewater Drive and Ocean Reef Road would 
improve to ratings of D and E in am and pm times, accordingly. The LOS rating would improve because vehicles 
currently wishing to exit Edgewater via Edgewater Drive or enter the suburb via that road struggle to find 
a suitable gap in the traffic along Ocean Reef Road. This is because traffic turning left onto Ocean Reef Road 
from Joondalup Drive currently banks up at a give-way junction and spills onto Ocean Reef Road as soon as 
thoroughfare traffic is halted at the traffic lights. Installing traffic lights at this left-turn junction would ensure 
that suitable gaps are generated, allowing for safer traffic movements into and out of Edgewater. 

Given the forthcoming development of a multistorey car park at Edgewater train station, I believe that that 
intersection upgrade is critical not only to address current traffic concerns, but also to allow the two roads to 
cope well with the expected increase in traffic to and from the train station. 

I am very grateful for the assistance I received from the City of Joondalup. Although I understand that both 
Ocean Reef Road and Joondalup Drive come under the jurisdiction of the city, given the arterial nature of the 
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roads and the increased traffic that will result from the multistorey car park, I am seeking funding from 
Main Roads to assist with the upgrade of this important intersection. I would be more than happy to welcome the 
minister to the Joondalup electorate to visit Edgewater and its surrounding roads, and to receive briefings from 
the City of Joondalup about the solution sought. I thank the minister for his consideration of my request. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.29 am]: I thank the member for his grievance 
and his continued representation on behalf of his community. The three intersections the member mentioned—
Ocean Reef Road and Edgewater Drive, Wedgewood Drive and Joondalup Drive, and Treetop Avenue and 
Joondalup Drive—are all part of the local road network that is under the care and control of the 
City of Joondalup. The council is responsible for considering any funding, improvement or modification of those 
intersections. The member may be interested to know that in the 2014–15 financial year the Liberal–National 
government provided an unprecedented $167 million to local governments for important local road projects. 
Notwithstanding that, I understand the important role these roads play in our integrated transport network and 
that we need to provide the most successful links to the new Edgewater train station multistorey car park, which 
will add over 500 bays to the network. This significant project will provide more choice for residents who may 
previously have been unable to access the train line. I expect the government will have a lot more to say about 
this project in the coming weeks.  

In relation to the intersection of Ocean Reef Road and Joondalup Drive, I am aware that through the coordinated 
community consultation group that was established in 2013 that the member referred to, it was estimated that 
upgrades to the signals and additional turning lanes would cost in the vicinity of $1.5 million. It is expected that 
works to this intersection would have a positive flow-on effect to the Edgewater Drive–Ocean Reef Road 
intersection. Although the works fall under the responsibility of the City of Joondalup, I am open to discussing 
a co-funding arrangement as the member has suggested. 

Again, I would like to acknowledge the member for Joondalup’s continued representation on behalf of his 
community. Without strong representation, communities can occasionally be left behind. I would also like to 
acknowledge the assistance both Main Roads WA and the City of Joondalup have provided. 
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